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Francesco Castellano has left us. Anyone lucky

enough to know him and be one of his friends

knows how he faced the fight against epilepsy, not

only in his personal family life, but especially in the

social field.

Together with Gilbert Van Wessen and myself,

he founded the Italian lay movement in Milan, and

in 1974 was the first President of the Associazione

Lombarda per la lotta contro 1’Epilessia. He was

responsible for the establishment and growth of

other regional lay associations. After traveling

throughout Italy, taking part in meetings and conferences

dealing with the social aspects of epilepsy,

he had the honour and the responsibility of being

President of the International Bureau for Epilepsy

from 1981 until 1985.

During those years he worked as only a manager

can with his own business to fill the empty spaces

that still separate people with epilepsy from people

without epilepsy. He fought tirelessly against social

injustices and ostracism. He worked for the fulfilment

of a dream that unfortunately belonged to too

few: to join together the International League

Against Epilepsy and the International Bureau for

Epilepsy to form “Epilepsy International.”

Francesco Castellano, Honorary Member of the

Italian League Against Epilepsy, at the time of his

death Past President of the IBE, and most recently

co-chairman of the scientific and advisory committee

of the first Congress on Epilepsy and Society held

in Rome in April 1988, leaves, with his death, a real

gap that will be hard to fill unless many people assume

the inheritance he has left us.

Raffaele Canger

Editor’s Note-

Francesco Castellano, born in 1929, died June 2,

1988. In 1977, he joined the executive committee of

IBE, first as vice-president, then president, and currently

as past-president. He took great pride in being

selected as a lay person to be chairman of the

Epilepsy International Board. Among his honors

was the Ambassador Award of El. He brought to

the epilepsy movement the many facets of his personality-

the outspoken, direct, powerful international

businessman in raw cotton-the devoted father

(his son developed seizures at an early age)-

the good friend who shared his love of life, arts,

antiques, and horses-but always the dedicated

fighter against the injustices suffered by the person

with epilepsy.       Epilepsia. Vol. 29, No. 6. 1988
